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Purpose

To provide an overview of the 2023-2024 Student Handbook 
so that students are aware of behavioral expectations



Handbook Overview

Student handbook contains information 
related to the following:

• Rights and responsibilities
• Code of Student Conduct
• Social-emotional learning
• Discipline process
• Strategies and interventions for behavior
• Appeal rights
• Confidentiality of school records
• Bullying, harassment, and intimidation
• Drugs and alcohol use
• Child abuse and neglect

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many of the BCPS policies and rules related to student behavior and discipline are outlined in the student handbook.  Reading the student handbook from cover to cover is strongly encouraged.  The student handbook is a valuable reference for learning more about any number of topics related to student conduct.  In the handbook, there are links to the various policies and rules.  These links take you directly to BoardDocs, the school system’s online library, where you can read the policies and rules in their entirety.



The Compass

Learning, Accountability, 
and Results

Safe and Supportive 
Environment

High Performing Workforce 
and Alignment of Human Capital

Community Engagement
and Partnerships

Operational Excellence

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The student handbook and work of the Office of School Culture and Climate-in general—most closely aligns with focus area 2 of The Compass: Our Pathway to Excellence.  The information contained in the student handbook is geared toward empowering all stakeholder groups with information that will proactively lead to safe and supportive school environments.While the Office of School Climate and Culture is deeply grounded in focus area 2, the members of the Office of School Climate and Culture work collaboratively with stakeholders across the system to ensure that all students graduate career-ready, military-ready, and/or college-ready.  Within the office, members of the Office of School Climate play a key role in delivering proactive and responsive supports to students from pre-school through high school.   Personnel in the Office of School Climate and Culture rely on The Compass to guide their way.



Rights & Responsibilities

Rights:
• Privacy of records
• Governance
• Participation in activities/events
• Personal property
• Free speech and expression
• Due process and appeals
• Non-discrimination
• Safe learning environment

Responsibilities:

• Attendance
• Understanding discipline process
• Free speech 
• Dress code
• Technology use
• Personal communication devices

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One purpose of the student handbook is to provide crucial information to students and their caregivers.  Here are listed some of the rights and responsibilities that students attending Baltimore County Public Schools have.  As readers go through the student handbook, they will find information related to these rights and responsibilities.  These rights and responsibilities are detailed in BCPS policies and rules.



BCPS Policies & Rules

• Policy 5500 – Code of Student Conduct

• Policy 5550 – Student Behavior

• Policy 5560 – Suspensions and Expulsions

Federal Law COMAR

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When it comes to discipline, the policies and rules referenced in the student handbook are guided by federal law and state law.  The policies that govern the discipline process are those related to the code of conduct (Policy 5500), student behavior (Policy 5550), and suspensions and expulsions (Policy 5560).  Our school administrators are knowledgeable of these policies and make every effort to abide by them.  Parents and students should familiarize themselves with the Code of Student Conduct.  Following the Code of Conduct will help students to avoid logical consequences.



Policy 5500 – Code of Conduct
1.Attend classes daily.

2.Engage in the learning process.

3.Be prepared with materials that 
are appropriate for  learning.

4.Demonstrate positive behavior 
and language and respect.

5.Accept responsibility for their 
actions and education.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The BCPS Code of Student Conduct, which is found in Policy 5500, states that students should:Come to school consistentlyBe active learners by getting involved with their educationBring to school only those things needed for schoolBe positive and respectfulTake responsibility 



Policy 5500 – Code of Conduct

Category I Offenses – least serious; could result in a 
suspension; could be handled in other ways

Category II Offenses – more serious; could result in a 
suspension or an extended suspension

Category III Offenses – most serious; very likely to result 
in a suspension, an extended suspension, or an expulsion; could 
result in charges from police department

Principals determine the consequence and the 
order in which consequences are assigned.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Policy 5550, which outlines the school system’ discipline process, was developed with students’ success in mind.  Within the policy are categorical offenses sorted by severity.  For example,…Category I offenses are the less serious offenses.  These offenses may result in a suspension but could be handled without a student’s removal from school.Category II offenses are more serious.  These offenses tend to result in a suspension from school when the principal is able to show the disruptive nature of a student’s behavior or how the student’s behavior poses a threat.Category III offenses are most likely to result in a suspension from school with the recommendation for an extended suspension or an expulsion.  These offenses could involve the Baltimore County Police Department charging a student.



2023-2024 BCPS Student Handbook, (p.2)

Scope of Authority
Administrators can issue disciplinary 

consequences when:

Misbehavior off-campus occurs at school-
sponsored event or location:

•  field trips, 
• Site of extracurricular activities, 
• social events
• on school buses, 
• bus stops, 
• walking to and from school

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Code of Student Conduct and the logical consequences outlined in this student handbook apply to all students attending a Baltimore County Public School or program.  The Code Student of Conduct also applies to situations that occur off school property.  Students should be aware that the code of conduct applies while on field trips, at sporting events and other extracurricular events, and on school buses, and while walking to and from school.  Regardless of where an incident takes place, school administrators have the scope of authority to intervene if they have reason to believe that an incident has impacted or will impact the school community in a negative manner.  It is critically important that students and parents understand the scope of school administrators’ authority.



Types of Suspensions
Students can receive one of four types of suspensions:

Students are suspended long-term or expelled for:
• Chronic and extreme disruption of the educational program
• Imminent threat of serious harm to staff and students

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When a principal has decided that a student’s conduct warrants a suspension, the principal can issue a suspension that is between one and ten days.  A suspension under ten days is called a local suspension.  If the principal feels that the student’s behavior was so egregious that a local suspension is insufficient, the principal may request a longer suspension from the Student Conduct Hearing Officer (SCHO).  The SCHO has been designated by the superintendent to hear discipline cases on her behalf and make decisions about long-term removals from school.  Only the SCHO can authorize a suspension of more than ten days.With all local suspensions, parents/guardians can appeal the principal’s decision to suspend.  For local suspensions, the Executive Director of School Support (ED) would hear the appeal; and for board suspensions, the board of education would hear the appeal.  More on the discipline process can be found on pages 18-22 of the student handbook.  Students and parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to become familiar with the system’s disciplinary process.



Code of Conduct for Bus

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Office of Transportation has developed and published a code of conduct that bus drivers school administrators will continue to use to address misbehavior on the school bus. The code classifies unacceptable behavior into four levels and provides potential consequences at each level.  Students should know that riding the school bus is a privilege. This privilege may be temporarily denied or permanently revoked if misconduct jeopardizes the safe operation of the school bus or the safety of students riding the bus. School suspension is also possible for misconduct on the bus.School buses are equipped with cameras that also capture audio. These cameras monitor the passenger area of the bus. As such, students are subject to video and audio recording. The objective is to provide an important tool to assist the driver and administration in managing student conduct on school buses.



Cell Phone Policy

Violation Disciplinary Response

1st Violation Warning

2nd Violation Warning

3rd Violation Lunch Detention (in cafeteria at front table; parent 
emailed/called

4th Violation Lunch Detention (with admin in office; letter mailed home; 
parent emailed/called)

5th Violation After School Detention (with Team Leader; parent called) 

6th Violation After School Detention (with Admin; parent called)

7th Violation Parent Conference

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The cell phone policy shown here is one that will be implemented in schools across the system.  After a seventh violation of this policy, administrators may use Yonder bags to prevent further violations.  Parents/guardians can support this policy by ensuring that their children are aware the policy and its consequences, and by not contributing to students’ misuse of their cell phones.  Parents/guardians should refrain from calling and texting students during the school day.  If an emergency arises for which a student needs to be contacted, parents/guardians should call the school’s main office.Yonder bags are pouches designed to hold electronic devices to prevent misuse.  Once a device is placed in the Yonder bag, the bag is locked and can only be unlocked by an authorized staff member.



Students that refuse to be searched can be disciplined for refusing

"A student who refuses to be searched is subject 
to disciplinary action and a law enforcement 
referral.”

2023-2024 BCPS Student Handbook, (p.7)

New Language

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Over the spring and summer, the student handbook was revised to include some new language.  The language that has been added was done so as a result of some of the situations that occurred last year.  The new language is meant to clarify processes, procedures, and expected outcomes associated with violations of the code of conduct.  For example, the new language makes it quite clear that a student who refuses to be searched can be disciplined.  Refusing to let administrators conduct a search does not prevent a student from facing consequences.  Quite the opposite is true.  A student who refuses a search is setting themselves up for a consequence.



Illegal drugs—including edibles—are not allowed despite 
new state law

“Despite changes at the state level that allow adults to purchase 
cannabis legally, it is still a controlled substance that is prohibited 
on all property owned by BCPS and at all events and activities 
sponsored by BCPS.  BCPS continues to be a drug-free environment.  
Students who possess, use, and/or distribute cannabis or cannabis-
infused products will be disciplined accordingly.”

2023-2024 BCPS Student Handbook, (p.24)

New Language

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
New language has been added that makes it clear that illegal drugs are not acceptable.  While state law allows adults to purchase and use cannabis in a responsible way, students are still prohibited from possessing, distributing, and using cannabis—even in an edible form.  Drugs are drugs.  Simply because a drug appears in a more “acceptable” form does not make it acceptable for students.  Students are still prohibited from having and sharing food products containing drugs.  You never truly know what is in an edible.To prevent unintended consumption of edibles, students should not accept food products from other students.  Some students have misled classmates and given them edibles just to see how they react.  Again, to avoid consuming an edible,  students should refrain from taking food from other students.  “I didn’t know,” is not an acceptable defense when facing consequences for using drugs on school property. 



• Students may not leave school grounds or let unauthorized 
visitors into the building.

• Students may be denied re-entry after leaving school grounds.

"Similarly, a student who leaves school without prior 
authorization may be denied reentry into the school 
building as a safety precaution.  Students who let 
unauthorized students and/or unauthorized visitors into 
the building may be disciplined for creating an unsafe 
environment.”

2023-2024 BCPS Student Handbook, (p.36)

New Language

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Students who leave their school during the day and return could face discipline charges.  Administrators may also prohibit them from re-entering.  Allowing students to freely come and go and to access the building without restriction poses a safety risk, as does letting unauthorized visitors into the building through side doors and back doors.  New language in the student handbook empowers administrators to discipline students who create such threats related to leaving school grounds and admitting unauthorized visitors into the building.



"While serving a suspension, students are not permitted 
on school property.  At no time should students visit 
another school without prior authorization.  Students who 
visit BCPS property without authorization are guilty of 
trespassing and may be charged by the Baltimore County 
Police Department as well as face disciplinary 
consequences.”

2023-2024 BCPS Student Handbook, (p.36)

New Language
Students may not be on the property of other BCPS schools 
without permission.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Students who are suspended are not permitted on BCPS property.  A student who comes to school while suspended could face trespassing charges. New language has been added to the student handbook to extend trespassing to include students who show up at another school without having a legitimate reason for being there.  Students who are unauthorized to be on a school’s property are trespassing.  If a student is on a school’s property to cause trouble, the student could face serious consequences, depending on what happens.  If the student’s presence creates a dangerous situation, the student could face expulsion charges at their home school.  Principals will be working collaboratively to identify and hold accountable students who make unauthorized visits to other schools.



2023-2024 BCPS Student Handbook, (p.37)

“Computers and other electronic devices should not be 
used as a means for cyberbullying, planning, airdropping, 
or video recording a fight or other disruptive activity.”

2023-2024 BCPS Student Handbook, (p.42)

"Cyberbullying includes airdropping content that causes 
disruption, embarrassment, or humiliation.”

New Language
Recording and airdropping fights and other inappropriate material 
can lead to disciplinary consequences.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The telecommunications policy prohibits students from misusing technology.  Recording fights and sharing the videos is a misuse of technology.  Airdropping fights and other graphic content is a misuse of technology.  The new language that has been added to the student handbook makes this misuse of technology clear.  Students who engage in such practices could receive disciplinary consequences.



Social-emotional Learning (SEL)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A strategy for preventing code of conduct violations on the bus or in the school is knowing how to make responsible decisions.  Making responsible decisions is a part of social-emotional learning.  Students should review this page very closely.  This page informs students of what they can do to promote their own social-emotional learning and growth.  This page lets students know what they can do when they are feeling a certain way; how they can set goals for themselves; how they should relate to others; how they create positive relationships; and how to make responsible decisions.



Social-emotional Learning (SEL)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other areas that make up social-emotional learning include:Self-awarenessSelf-managementSocial awarenessRelationship skillsResponsible decision-makingSocial-emotional learning is not an alternative to discipline.  Teaching students the SEL competencies does not prevent students from receiving disciplinary consequences when appropriate.



Social-emotional Learning (SEL)

• Student-specific 
information

• Quick identification of 
individuals not in SIS

• Available to school 
personnel in the 
event of a crisis 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This page is an opportunity for students to identify people who can support them when needed.  The value of this page is that it allows students to identify specific people that they trust to act in their best interest.  Here students should identify some of their closest friends, teachers, and whoever else they rely on in a crisis.   The information that we want students to provide here cannot be found in our student information system.  Note that the page has been perforated so that the page can easily be torn out.  Students should complete this page and turn it in to their homeroom teachers for future reference.  This page, along with the two previous pages, are meant to be resources for students seeking support with their social-emotional wellbeing



Social-emotional Learning (SEL)

Electronic Acknowledgment Form in Focus

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After sitting for this presentation, student and parents should acknowledge that they received a student handbook and that they understand the information mentioned in this presentation.  Students can provide their acknowledgment either by completing and signing the paper form at the end of the handbook, or they can log into Focus and click on the electronic form.  Parents/guardians can also provide their acknowledgement in writing or through the Focus parent portal.  Directions for the electronic form are available.



Parent/Guardian Support

Discuss the information in this 
student handbook with your child.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Supporting students’ in-school positive behavior begins with reviewing this student handbook with your children.  Parents/guardians should discuss behavioral expectations and consequences for not meeting those expectations.  Have the student acknowledge having read and discussed the information in the student handbook.



Parent/Guardian Support

Teachers &
Administrators

Parents/Guardians & 
Family

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Parents play an important role in helping their child be successful in school. Whether they are providing a safe home that encourages learning and appropriate behavior or working with the school on specific learning goals for their child, it is important for parents to support their child’s education. When schools and parents work together as partners, students reach a higher level of achievement and school success.



Parent/Guardian Support

Positive 
Behavior 
Interventions
Supports

PBIS Strategy requires parents/guardians to:

1. Define behavioral expectations.

2. Teach behaviors and skills associated with 
those expectations.

3. Reward the positive behavior with a system 
that reinforces.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports is an approach used by BCPS to teach appropriate social behavior and skills.  The PBIS approach is grounded in setting expectations, teaching students how to meet the expectations, and rewarding the desired behaviors. 



Parent/Guardian Support

At School At Home 

Positive 
Behavior 
Interventions
Supports

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Parents/guardians can promote students’ academic and behavior success by using the Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) strategy at home. Teaching the same behaviors at home reinforces what the school is teaching, ultimately  encouraging students’ social and academic growth. You can begin by: • Looking for similarity between school expectations for behavior and home expectations for behavior. • Developing a plan for reinforcing similar behaviors. • Establishing a system for rewarding positive behavior• Modeling the behaviors that you want to see at home and at school.



Family Code of Conduct
Interacting with 

Others
Around the 

House In Your Room

Respect
Use please, thank 
you, and other polite 
language

No friends over when 
parents not home, 
arrive for dinner on 
time

Use earbuds, ask 
permission to wear 
others’ clothes, no 
phone calls after 
10:00PM

Responsible
Apologize when 
appropriate

Clear dinner dishes, 
take out trash, mow 
lawn/shovel snow

Pick up clothes, make 
bed daily, clean 
shared bathroom

Safety
Do not give out 
personal information, 
no chatting online 
with strangers

Lock doors and 
windows after 
closing, check 
appliances after 
cooking

Visit only appropriate 
websites, no drugs or 
alcohol

Parent/Guardian Support

Positive 
Behavior 
Interventions
Supports

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is an example of what the PBIS strategy may look like at home.  The virtues of respect, responsibility, and safety have been identified by the family as areas on which they wish to focus.  The “Interacting with Others” column lists positive behaviors that demonstrate what respect, responsibility, and safety look like when interacting with others.  The “Around the House” column list positive behaviors that demonstrate what respect, responsibility, and safety look like around the house or in common areas.  The “In Your Room” column lists positive behaviors that demonstrate what respect, responsibility, and safety look like in the child’s bedroom.Parents/guardians may use the same virtues identified by the school and reinforce those at home in through behaviors that make sense at home.



Family Code of Conduct
Interacting with 

Others
Around the 

House In Your Room

Respect
Use please, thank 
you, and other polite 
language

No friends over when 
parents not home, 
arrive for dinner on 
time

Use earbuds, ask 
permission to wear 
others’ clothes, no 
phone calls after 
10:00PM

Responsible
Apologize when 
appropriate

Clear dinner dishes, 
take out trash, mow 
lawn/shovel snow

Pick up clothes, make 
bed daily, clean 
shared bathroom

Safety
Do not give out 
personal information, 
no chatting online 
with strangers

Lock doors and 
windows after 
closing, check 
appliances after 
cooking

Visit only appropriate 
websites, no drugs or 
alcohol

Parent/Guardian Support

Rewards to Reinforce Positive Behavior

• Extra computer/TV time
• Trip to mall
• Movie or other fun event
• Sleepover with friends
• Hour added to curfew
• Purchase of gift
• Gift card to favorite restaurant
• “Student’s choice”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The final component of the PBIS strategy involves rewarding students for the positive behavior that they exhibit.  Listed here are just some ideas for how to reinforce positive behaviors displayed at home.  To ensure that a reward is perceived as a reward, allow the student to determine what they would like to work towards.



Suggestions for Promoting Positive Behavior at School:

1. Review this student handbook with your child.
2. Discuss with your child the social-emotional competencies found on 

pages 11-12 of this student handbook.
3. Learn the school’s code of conduct/behavioral expectations and 

reference it daily when talking to your child.
4. Develop a PBIS behavior plan for use at home.
5. Hold your child accountable for their behavior when they are wrong.
6. Get to know your child’s teachers and grade level administrator and 

communicate with them frequently.
7. Monitor your child’s grades via Schoology and have discussions with 

them about their grades.
8. Participate in Back-to-School Night and parent/teacher conferences.

Parent/Guardian Support

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Finally, here is a list of actions to promote your child’s positive behavior at school.  This is not an exhaustive list, but just a few of the things that you can do to keep your child on track.  Reach out to the teachers and administrators at your child’s school to learn more.



For questions about information contained in the student handbook, please 
consult the appropriate policy/rule, or contact your child’s school.

Parent/Guardian Support

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Contact the school with questions about the information contained within the student handbook.
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